language.   In   substance,   Naxalism   is   a   distortion   of   democratic
development.
Conspectus -
Naxalism  and  the  Tribal  Poor  :   Labels  and  Substance
We cannot pin down the discussion to a specific frame of time and
space. A historical problem of poverty was given the label of 'Naxalism'
in West Bengal during 1967. The 'label' was affixed to the problems
(having similarities as well as dissimilarities), obtaining in other areas
(Bihar, Orissa, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh),
eliciting differential perceptions and public policy responses. The
epicentre of the problem so labelled has been shifting, as also its valence
from time to time. To add to the complexity, the 'problem' appears to
be reflecting different shades, like in a rainbow, at different layers of the
society. The Intellectual' seeks to explain Naxalism in metaphysical terms
as a class-struggle (some of them lifting it to the level of international
perspective), many politicians project it as a part of the process of
politicization, the administrators reduce it to a law-and-order problem, the
academics debate it as a social movement, the 'social-workers' seek to
analyse it as a problem of exploitation and 'backwardness'. Perhaps the
involved people at the ground level experience it as a problem emerging
from their ignorance, poverty, disease, isolation, but either gradually or
abruptly being exposed to 'outside' people with different models of
'complex1 life-styles, values (acquisitive, competitive etc.) and attitudes
(of cultural aggression). An island of helplessness in an ocean of
collaborative exploitation. Over a period of time, a sense of deprivation,
subjugation and social disruption have led to resistance, aggressive
response and revolt, waging a losing battle, thanks to superior 'strength5
of non-tribals, often ably supported by the development, administrators,
law enforcing authorities, judicial institutions, partisan politicians,
'resourceful1 contractors, all of which go to make the modern history of
tribals in India.
Two factors (emerging from contemporary history of India) assume
critical significance. The tribal territory stretching from south Bihar to
north Andhra Pradesh (encompassing parts of Orissa, Madhya Pradesh
and Maharashtra) is not only contiguous geographically, but also
homogeneous in its socio-economic and cultural characteristics. The
history of this Homogeneous Tribal Society is characterized by its
struggle against exploitation and oppression by the non-tribal section of
the population and organs of state, both pre-and-post Independence
period. The reorganization of states during the 1950s could be justified
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